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Acknowledgments 
Many people have contributed to the success of the University of 
Dayton’s Global Education Seminar (GES) Africa program. Provost 
Paul Benson, and Associate Provost Amy Anderson have been 
leading proponents of the program. As members of the International 
Education Council (IEC), they along with the deans and other 
members of the leadership team championed the drive for 
internationalization on campus. GES began with China, South 
America, and later Africa. In its ninth year, the program is strong and 
thriving and thus it continues to be supported by its founders. The 
deans of the School of Engineering and the College of Arts and 
Sciences, Eddy Rojas and Jason Pierce respectively, did more than 
just support the initiative; they were present at the table when GES 
Africa was formulated; they visited South Africa and Malawi as part 
of the planning process. The staff at the Center for International 
Program (CIP), especially Karen McBride, Kelly Trail, and Elizabeth 
Hart, and Tim Kao have been very helpful throughout. And Sangita 
Gosalia, Director of Campus Engagement, did a marvelous job 
coordinating the program. She oversaw the orientation for GES 
Africa, arranged for guest speakers, and coordinated contact with 
foreign institutions.  
The planning and implementation of GES Africa would never 
have succeeded without the help from colleagues on the other side of 
the Atlantic. We benefitted from the expertise of many in South 
Africa, Togo, Ghana, Malawi, and Cameroon, all countries we 
visited during the planning phase. We are most grateful to Richard 
Asante of the Institute of African Studies at the University of Ghana, 
who visited and spent time on our campus as we prepared. Fred 
McBagonluri, then of Ashesi University and now at Academic City 
College, is a University of Dayton alumnus and welcomed us in true 
UD style, with lots to eat and drink. Matt Maroon of Determined to 
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Develop was a wonderful host as he took us to potential sites in 
Malawi. In Kara, Togo, Gnon Baba of the University of Kara treated 
us to the Togolese style of welcoming. The Marianist sisters, 
especially Sister Noellie Awilie, and the brothers at the Chaminade 
schools in Kara exceeded all expectations in welcoming us. We 
thank you immensely. We benefited as well from many colleagues at 
the University of Ghana, at Kwame Nkrumah Science & Technology 
University, at Academic City College, at Catholic University 
Institute of Buea, at Ashesi University, and at the University of Kara. 
Many thanks to the students at high schools and universities in 
Ghana and Togo whose energy welcomed us and made us feel at 
home. You are the embodiment of the African spirit of community, a 
spirit that extends a welcome hand to visitors. 
I extend our sincere thanks to the many others who assisted us in 
Ghana. Richard Kwesi Arthur explained pertinent cultural issues and 
suggested specific sites to visit. Kwame Bamfo Ahimah and Samuel 
Mensah ensured that we were safe as they drove us from place to 
place. Patrick Bediako Mantey drove us during both years we visited 
Ghana and Togo. A master at his craft, Patrick served as an 
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unofficial in-country coordinator. He taught the cohort how to haggle 
in the open market, explained the culture, suggested sites to visit—
and was always there. His ability to navigate the culture put at ease 
any anxiety of cohort members. We thank him immensely.  
Finally, and as one of the biggest advocates for an African 
initiative on campus, I must thank my colleagues for looking beyond 
general society’s perceptions to pursue the African experience. 
David Fine, Laura Leming, Minnita Daniel-Cox, Andrea Zavakos, 
Philip Appiah- Kubi, and Scott Segalewitz participated in the first 
GES Africa trip (May 12–June 2, 2018); participants in the second 
trip (May 18–June 7, 2019), were Joseph Day, Bobbi Sutherland, 
Denise Taylor, Martha Hurley, Sangita Gosalia, Rochonda 
Nenonene, and Sharon Davis Gratto. I facilitated both trips and 
believe each participant returned home with a little bit of Africa in 
them. 
 
―Julius A. Amin 
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